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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/23/2010 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In re page 9, Applicants argue that Hsiao does not disclose or suggest adding an 
EDL element into a second media track (the EDL item referencing a media item from 
the first group of media items), associating at least one track control attribute in the EDL 
element with at least one subsequent EDL element in the second media track, the 
attribute affecting a duration of a media item in the first media track referenced by the 
EDL element in the second media track, and generating the first media track in 
accordance with the EDL element, the track control attribute, and another media item in 
a third media track. 

In response the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hsiao discloses adding an Edit 
Decision List (EDL) element (607, Fig. 6) into a second media track (Fig. 6, VB), the 
EDL element referencing a media item from the first group of media items(video clips or 
transition effects;0020); and 

associating at least one track control attribute (603, Fig. 6) in the EDL element (605, 
Fig. 6) with at least one subsequent EDL element (607, Fig. 6) in the second media 
track(Fig. 6, VB), the track control attribute affecting a duration (622, 00:00:50 to 
00:01 :00) of a media item (Fig. 6, 605) in the first media track referenced by the EDL 
element in second media track (Fig. 6, 607)(0020-0025); 

generating the first media track in accordance with the EDL element (605, Fig. 6), the at 
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least one track control attribute(603, Fig. 6), and another dependent media item in a 
third media track (Fig. 6, 609) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 13, 15 and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Pub 2003/0002851 A1 to Hsiao et al. "Hsiao". 

As to claims 1, 13, 15 and 18, Hsiao discloses a method of generating a first 
media track (VA, 0021 ), the first media track comprising a sequence media items (Fig. 
6) selected from a first group of media items (video clips or transition effects;0020), said 
method comprising the steps of: 

adding an Edit Decision List (EDL) element (607, Fig. 6) into a second media track (Fig. 
6, VB), the EDL element referencing a media item from the first group of media 
items(video clips or transition effects;0020); and 

associating at least one track control attribute (603, Fig. 6) in the EDL element (605, 
Fig. 6) with at least one subsequent EDL element (607, Fig. 6) in the second media 
track(Fig. 6, VB), the track control attribute affecting a duration (622, 00:00:50 to 
00:01 :00) of a media item (Fig. 6, 605) in the first media track referenced by the EDL 
element in second media track (Fig. 6, 607)(0020-0025); 

generating the first media track in accordance with the EDL element (605, Fig. 6), the at 
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least one track control attribute(603, Fig. 6), and another dependent media item in a 
third media track (Fig. 6, 609) and upon a sequence of EDL elements being modified 
(Fig. 5, 509), wherein the EDL element having the track control attribute is moved to a 
new position in the modified sequence: (a) rearranging the media items in the first 
media track in accordance with the modified sequence of the EDL elements; and (b) 
associating the track control attribute with at least one subsequent EDL element in the 
modified sequence, the track control attribute (603, Fig. 6) affecting a duration of a 
media item in the first media track referenced by the EDL element in the modified 
sequence (0021-0025), the duration (621 ; Fig. 6) of the media item in the first media 
track being based on a duration (624) of the another media item in the third media track. 

As to claim 3, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. In 
addition Hsiao discloses wherein the re-arranging step comprises deletion of the EDL 
element (0025). 

As to claim 4, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. In 
addition Hsiao discloses wherein the first media track is started in accordance with a 
track control attribute associated with an EDL element in the sequence of the EDL 
elements (0021-0025). 

As to claim 6, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. In 
addition Hsiao discloses wherein the first media track is terminated in accordance with a 
track control attribute associated with an EDL element in the sequence of the EDL 
elements (0021-0025). 

As to claim 8, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. In 
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addition Hsiao discloses wherein the first media track is a graphical overlay that is 
referenced by a track control attribute of the at least one track control attribute (0021- 
0025). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 10, 11 and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Pub 2003/0002851 A1 to Hsiao et al. "Hsiao" in view of U.S. 
Patent 6,970,639 to McGrath et al. "McGrath". 

As to claim 10, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. 
However Hsiao does not expressly discloses wherein the media item in the first media 
track comprises a copy of a source media item in a source media track, which is 
referenced by an EDL element in the sequence of the EDL elements. 

McGrath further discloses wherein the media item in the media track comprises a 
copy of the source media item (Fig. 3C is a copy of Fig. 3B) in a source media track, 
which is referenced by an EDL element in the sequence of EDL elements (sections and 
edit effects for example intro, wipe, cut and etc, Fig. 2;Col. 10, lines 60-65). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Hsiao with the teachings of McGrath. Rationale to combine would 
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have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded predictable 
results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

As to claim 11, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. 
However Hsiao does not expressly discloses wherein the copy of the source media item 
forms the media item in the first media track. 

McGrath further discloses wherein the copy of the source media item (Fig. 3B) 
forms the media item in the media track (Fig. 3C). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Hsiao with the teachings of McGrath. Rationale to combine would 
have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded predictable 
results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

As to claim 12, Hsiao discloses everything claimed as applied in claim 1 above. 
Hsiao further discloses media tracks (0021). However Hsiao does not expressly 
discloses wherein the track control attribute comprises one of (a) an attribute to activate 
a media item in the media track and (b) an attribute to deactivate the media item in the 
media track. 
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Mcgrath discloses wherein a said track control attribute comprises one of an 
attribute to activate (Fig. 2, 200) the dependent media item and an attribute to 
deactivate(Fig. 2, 240) the dependent media item (Fig. 2). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine Hsiao with the teachings of McGrath. Rationale to combine would 
have been that all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions, and combination would have yielded predictable 
results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHER KHAN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5203. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571)272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/A. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



